
YNiISUIJ

\/SUVA A1 II^IE

3I^I\/}Eg
3HS

uE/\ll{
EHI*

https://www.libris.ro/carte-engleza/the-river-she-became-emily-varga/42475580


IAAVi_r] 3Hi*



'tr olur Surunr sr/!L rrl put 'tlnt^ uapplq

rLIl ]roFn ol Ar>l 3r[] "]oJ tunl{ ol rrurl _}o lurlotuts patrlurl e sr,l\ rrsril
'olgrssod se d11:rnb

sr ,tr:,ue rurq rrqsn ol Strrlue,r\ 'rorr{ tR ssaulrep :qr q8no.np ;aad o1 esou

,iur cro sa1:rrrods crir Suusnlpr ,pres 
] ,I)qtsruol 8rp rutr etr{yr:g,,

'rq8ro,tr orll l.rcrd.{ns p1nol tr j!
sE >lool rruplp rEqr rap1nolls e ;a,ro 3un1s Ia^oLJS [-rr.]str: rqt 'eur re .{11.rrp

8ur-re1s sado ueluns slr1 rJrcg pug or roop rql pouado 1 
,par:adsns 

1 sy
'slorled IapErrJ Jr{t lrrrs€,u lr lng

'rq8ru arp;o
slloq :srlrup rrlt Lrr -ro; Surg::mas Lr3eq peq I rtri^{ rno pu5 rruplnol
,{iurttre: l:qt pulprtJ prurrtldun ur Suurnpuor s1o:ted [apt]r) rLIr

sB,er tr 3furrr{r IIEurs E sE.4t rlaqL 'tg8rs luo]_J urilll 8"}rt,i prn? iir.t Jnou

eLIt ur ]rEg salSueq arlt Strrprrs rro1rq 'a)uara^or ur lururoru E Jo_+ LuJLll

uo 3u4sar sra8ug lu 'eltrdnp plo rar{ ur dn ruegt p:ddu,,n I puE .JIg?l

rqt uo r(e1 sa13uec1 pio8 llrqr o;!4.J s,.rrl{1oru,{trai.au fiu11s:l.rq,aiqrt
uaqrlr) Jql ssorlt prrrltrl prq I slooq puts sllorls agr dn ped or palq

-urErls I Pue 'reo;r{l ,{u ot ParPlnl lre:q ,rru }ueuloru E -ro:I -f
'1r13r.-ro1 BurSSrpe,te.r8 oB or adrqs orr I

uI sE,t\ JL[s ]nq 'ulsnot lrrl rol .{1a11 se..rt ]oop rLtt ]E >JrouI ,,iLl-,

VIAiEASVA

NIZ\iN Y}iIFIYI^i

.{s cq-lIdt^tof ctNV C3 L-)altoJ 'y r('t\y f u scrvos-

i7u11 [aqt Pry ruqtx'c1.0 ing
'sfu\ rqr tsiuol tu 

")uto(.1 
ut p)tl ).ll

'W.Lu )lll {vnu paddxlt e.LtTsaatt.LnO

'syuaq nc ut sun? tttlt 'yoa1t1 tn yary artr1

I UEId\r'F-I}



EMILY \/ARGA

Bair's face didn't change at my abrupt rvords, but hrs body srvayec{

s[ghtlv as if l-re x,ere about to faint. I\'{y stomacl-r gave a trvist. The .ia,rk-

ness rrnder his eyes ha.l increesed since I.1 la-.t seen hrm, and he had a

slight rasp in hrs L,rearh th.rt spoke of more than ;ust rliness.

E :.: r l: st r.. r.:r, It J iI n..,"r i-i : hn-Lenr. D e sl. erari on.

Hatc i'or,r .rtc'nl ' i askel, .{espite cver}thing in mv body screaming

.rr m. to get ri.1 of him. I couldn't aIIorC this type of treason as wel1. And

I couldnt afford the time it rvould w'asce to do it.

Bair shook hrs head, his eves dartrng around the kitchen as ii it was a

rick. As if his gaze could ask, what would I hate eaten?

I glanced behind rne to make sute mv papers and books were safely

tucked 3y,x1., then met his eyes once more.

That dark, desperate stare broke me.

"Clome." I beckoned hirn inside, cheu,ing my lip,

If the Citadel found out that Bair and Safiy1'a were burying our

dead. contrer'),to the Citadel's edicts that prevenred us frorn doing so,

',,'e'J have patrols on our doorstep in an hc,ur. The Citadel-and bl,

r-\t.n\io11. rhe Anqrezian Ernpire-vier.,r,ed Astolan attemF)ts to follow

our traditronai customs as both backrvard and rebellious. If we didn't

bury those who had died, the Citadel would cremate them, u,hich

meant they would never qet their proper funeral rites. And they would

never get a ctran.--e to cross over into the afterlife.

If Bair and Safivva qot caught, the1,d like\ be exccuted,

The Ciradcl w'ouicl tht:n have an excllse to search our tin1, housc in

Ginshal \1illaee at the edqe of the mango otchard and wouicl discover

more tllan just the treason of going against thc antiburial edicts. Theyd

iliscover my rese arch, the maps to other lost fae reLcs I was searchlng for,

and my mother's bangles.

Theyd lind an entirr- revolution.

But Safivya cotild barelr. lift her hea.1 from fever, and Ban couldn t

burv the bo.lies on his oia'n, Not when he looked like hed blorv over

vrith a strong r,vinC.

,\nd given rhat. he needed to be fec1 before anvthing else.

Nani would complain at givrng awav :1 portion of the snrail ratioir I



ot psltrrar ,ilateradsop oq,n 's.ra8e11re arP diarl ulq dlaq t,upflor r,1,{yeq

teqt lrefl SurJlat ;o rrlSnorp rLJt t? tsaqr iru ur 1es ,r,r.rot1 Surgtauro5

rsnoll.rno or rr,g unr Lr*{r pue 'paFuEru;:]:il,il;l.J:"[:;
i;nq lge8a1ll 'rltg grr..u tq8ru .Jq] otul drls rr:ppror .{1uret"ra: er-1s

'sn or ii.ldns troqs ur se,r rrqr Sunpeuros ,3urrrp:rrr prpJru
Jqs rrrg ':;8ur8 puE Lroluruurl rLIl Jo lsEI aqt !lrr!\ erl rlE.Mr{E>l >1ef,,r4. ^i:a.r.

e r3LI aPEtu Due r(Juorl ur spars urourEprEt >itrrlq pJllsnrt rai{ p3_+-uoods

,{pecrp p,I 'reqr o11 3urpunos lno oB ppol rqs ,ir,tr ou :-E,{a rJrrl.l
'tr or uJtsrl or tsar]J .{ui r:rtrq rr

q8nor os 'arrr p,)r3.{\sur q8no: E 
Jo Trq asJeoq rqJ_ 'Jutu sE plr.{r, sr tsour

1e 3ur1oo1 .,uo11rd eql rnoqe u,.ur.ns rrei{ pEIq rrq ,prq Jqt uo punollr

Tlews e st,u aqq 'ssf,u>IJED lLIl ur t_+os a:ro.r iu,r 'pa.redsrq,tr I ,,,rllgrs,,
'uado lr 8urryr;r r.ro1rq rlErlxr uE lllo lrl I 'roop

s,e,,L,{qrg aro1.rq Sursnr4 'reur urpd altp rL[] olur Sursseld raey ,tur ,1er1

aqt olur paddets I 'Iooqs ;:3uo1 ou sputr{ srrl 'suoods .tr'al E raUV

'uly p"r:atJof I urrlrr aru lr dn loo] r,uplP lnq 'ipappolr rH

,,'S.-rgt 
Lt

L{)c)Q JJJ;\a ?,{\ aturs r-rol u,"rou1 trr\[ 'Jrtfl ,eur]JSE\ lstrl s,11,, 'pauagrls I
'lgrrouoq eqr lq Jru IFr plnoqs rq j1 rrprsuo: ol Sursnrd

uei\r lou 's3119 Par.unq rrarr\]aq ples aq ,,'EruoasEI ze11 ,nol )|uErl.L,

'se,\{ Jr{ prAJEl}- ,rto11 Furaas lE poolq .|u ur :r^o: ;aEut

prrrnq ltr1rure1 rrlt'dnos aql pJJno^ep oq se le.nr 3uqoc1 .tsrl+ s,io-rrlr-\

E a.rf,,tr tr Jr se 8ur-rago a!1 1r uzlrop paltls JrEg ,q:nru lrusr,ll rr qlii-roL1ti1

'tr .{urdurorle ot spr3s p.retsnur qtr..u patsnp prJrg Jo erard tep r ur}ri

FJpuEq pue l.,!\og poddrqr e otur slrrual urgt-oo) _+o I^/roq e peuoods 1

'ulrlll ro_+ I-ro.41. ot P3.uo]lE urtr St.M oq,r\ suElo ls-f
.,t1.ar f,rit -,o ruo s-d^\ I puy 'rirLI:I >lJo^L ,iru ot enp-, ,[rpE]r] rqt ruog suorl

-E.r E:txr r!1 paArrlrl rrrp a8elu Jrlt ur ,rtr-+ ?rP Jo auo sE^4, I .srplsrfl

'oo: r-urt1 -i:nq
ot r^Erl pI 'roog ueqttrl lrlo uo prrp rrEB JI rnq-go( r(ru urog pf,^ral.r

lr\.Y)eS aHS XE,\It EHf

iI Pltx)qs

iqo( :or1 oI' I PIno')
'ptrrsul urarll urnq ol Sur,rrq prop "rrar-ir l.rnc1

I uortrr Ileus eql Jo uoE-r€

'as1a Stmlriue a

ra^o ilrolg P,eg e{.{ Pa{c,ol
lrrplnol JrEg PrrE fsra_+ urc

'rog Stnrp.reas seu. I sJIIar 
= P,l"qL'sDJPa Is.unqrrr' e$

Ja^ofsrP PPo/a PEE tusrPr{
ul esnoq lurr rno rprE3s ol

'PrrrDala eq {
g[P4

plno^.l lagr puy'serrr [Eraf,
tlJll{^t 'uratp atymaJ-r pIru

t,uPrP aa JI'morllagar Prr

^rolloJ 
or srdruaue uelor\

lq pue-lapeu3 aqf -rro
'os Surop uro.g sn palrrr-rar,

.rno 3urftnq aran u-riqrq :

'{n;*

l1a;es araa qooq pue sra&

-1i2F7 ZtJ

E sE^l lI Jr sE uerIJlrl tIF FoE

fI OE

puy '11e,lr, se uosearr;o aJ-ri

Sururea;rs lpoq iu m Euu+

-tI(

'sseulF rsnl uerp

E pErl aq pue 'urn{ ua:s tssr

-iJEp aql 'tsr ,u E arrts tper

palerrs ,{poq sry rnq 'sFro,!



EN{ILY \''ARGA

I had been searching for rhe key to the fae vault that might change

ererlthing for Astola, that ivor-rld bdr,.g the magir: we once had back to

us. Gerting ca,lghr L,r:n'u-rg L.od-ies agalnst the rew, edic-ts rnight )eopar-

-r tza :a. r-a

Tir. r:lghr L'e roo fbolish of a risk.

It rvas one thing to ignore w'hat Safirya did rvhen she left the housc in

the middle of the night, to prctend she wasn'r actrvell' engaginq in open

rebellion everv time she slung the shovel over her sl-roulder:, but rt n'as

another thing to do the same.

It was so public.

FjvetythinE I did w'as done alone arrd was relatively untraceable.

But n,rn'crrr in or,rr viiJage knew what she was up to at night. Her acts

.lglnst the Citadel rtere smaller than mine. but no less deadl1,.

1, ;-i,; 1 1 1.,',i1:,.i1 ri I ba',';ii t oittigtd lr.yaity tc them

It isn'i truson f they nnaded.

Safi1,va'.s sharp retort filled mv mind, whar she would have said had I
rr-rn the options by her.

But fbr now, moonlight spilled acr:oss Safi,vya's supine form on the

L.e.j,. anJ I could m:rke out the sheen of su,eat on her for:ehead. She

ccugh.-J agarn, and her entire body shook.
"Safiw'a," I said softlv into the room. "Bairi here."

"Hold on," she croaked, trying to rouse herself "I'rn coming."

"You shouldn't bc gorng out. Not nhen you're so i11. Leave it for to-
night. The dead u'ill keepl''

A ireavy, \.vet cough w'racked her bodv, and I winced.
"Nc i have to go wirh him. Its the onlv time rve have. Soon the Cira-

del patrols rvi1l 6nd the bodv and we rvon't be able to bury him anymore."

It w'as painful to listen to her voice, and even worse ro watch her srruggle

to rise from the bed.

It's the only time v,e hatte.

I felt rhe same evet:I nighr. Poring over the ancient rexrs, trying to find
clues to a kev I drdrit krow if Id ever locate. It was the last piece of rhe

przzle I neecled to be able to clross the rvall into rhe fae world.

And from there I could finallv find tl're cror./n that could take down

the wall completely, b"i"g
ine decimating our people

Safiyya came to a s&lt

about to pass ouL

My breath caugfrt in u
side. I knew what I had to
be pouring over ancient t
the one relic Id been seac

way into the vault Ia fun
bracelet before the Ciadd
ing for a keyto an ancieml

hete my cousin was, abqf
In al1the montls fd h

locking the vault door, an

before the Citadel was pla
My eyes futtered doss

ness from my shoulders a
She froze at mv wonds

in the scant lighL "Yq.r rr
doing anphing thatfres a

I frowned, but she cqrlr
To ev-eryone else I ms ar'.,
hdping them unearth the u

Even Safi1.ya didn't kno

She didnt know abqr
when I'd eyen managd Bo

the Citadel.

Because every si'rgte E
sentence for us. The life m

ring, and all the other rdic
ourrivers fowing.Andm
offto the Empress, morE p

Everything depended r

scholar for the Citadd" h



'slrler Irrr8Eur luarruE eqr puy uleqt Surdlrq ,lrprrr) rrlt roJ "rElor{rs

€ s€^r I-lRp {q parpoqur I lerll arl ?qr uo popuadap 8urqil;a.rg
'parp a1.1oad a:oru ,sso:drug eqr otJo

tr peddrqs pue .In euo 8np ]eprrr:) aill rurrt dra,La puy .3ur,uog srelri rno

pue e^rp sdo.rr ;no tdal rltree rqt ur uapprrl S^rrlrr leyto aqt ge pur ,8ur:

'raygo8 'ate11:au 'u,no.rr l.ra,re ur panqur tr8tru a;r1 lll .sn.ro_+ rtuatuas

qltap E se,4r puEI rno ruo.r; pa^oruor rra(go aeg a13urs ,(.raaa asnerag
.lsPEtrJ aql

Jo osou eqt ritEruraplrn uror; tno uaql Ierts ot pe8eueu: ue^a pl urr-l,r

sauru aql -161 'rq8ru lr srrlJr aEJ roJ srunq lur rnogE ,lromi r,uplp aqs

'uosteJt .{ur go turlxa rrlt ,!{ou>I r,upr;., ellgeq ua^g
'tr8rru U{ sll Elolsv ale8 ltgr srra(qo prr8au rqJ r{rrrrur'r tuaqr 3urd1or1

pue sa^rqrJE Ieptrl) arp ur 3ur1:o.r\ ,relorlrs 
Irpoul E sE{r I ,as1a auoftaaa oT

.te.nroop aq] Jo ssru>lrEp aqt ur r)-BJ.{ru ees lrrplnot aqs tng ,pau,&\o# 
I

,-lipttrJ agt tsurr8r s;o8 trqr Surqrdur Surop

atu rtrq no 'srqt Surop aur elE! noI tng all.&{ no1,, .rq8{ luers rrlt ur

errr le pelur]q puE (putts ot paJSSnts aqs sE sp;o.tr {ru lr ezo5 aqs

,;tulq LIrl^\ r] op [,L, 'r^los?r ftu 8ur,{yprtos pue srep1nor{s lur uro.g ssau

-I^Eaq aqt Sursea uorsrfep &u 'tuaurour e roj pJsoll per3rnE sala lyq
'rte^prxr or Suruuqd se^r IapElr) er{t Jro-}Jg

srnor{ ',uou ct alge eq txp1no,&t llurer:a: I pur ,roop t1nr^ l{1 8uqro1

-un ot .rasop dur rurol .roleu p,1 '8uqoo1 ueeg p,I sqtuoru aqt IIE uI
'ruooJ JJq Jo roc)H uapoo.{^ arit uo tno ssed ol tnogt ,st{r ursnoJ &u :;er1

PuY iPaPutq-,tdua dn auro: or lpo 't1ne,t ar; Juarrue ur or la1 e ro; 8ur

-qleas ol peto^op I perl srnoq dueur,uopl 'prp I?perrJ eq] aro;ag tr[rrErq
suaanf aEJ eqt Srnraao:a.r;o adog ou pErl I ,puno; p,I tlrle^ atll orur le,u

t tnoqlr6 'r1al peq raqtoru ftu a:rrrs -ro_1 Surcp-reas u?eLl p,J rllar Juo rLIl

,ro-; 3ur1oo1 snorrrlrp _Jpsftu Surleur pur slxal tuarrue .re,to 8ur;nod ag

rsn( p1 'r,uplp I _II 'or rtrtu r,upJp I Jr ue^r ,op ot pELI I ttrl^{ .trau>I I .rprs

,fur rt rgBrr spueq lur paqruep I put rrsaqr dru ur rq8nn qrea:rq 1141

']no ssrd ol lnoge
oJo,ld atls JI sE 'pa,tel\s uarlt pur uorlrsod patras E ol 3urrt r,rJry5

'olcload :no Surlerurfrp aul

-rur1 eqr dots pur 'qlrtr e qt ot >pEg rr8rru arir Suuq llaralduror IIE,I aql

EhIYfES EHS UEAIU gHI

uaoP elEl Plnor 1stP rraoE
.Plro^r 3EJ erfl €Eq

aql Jo arard rsel aIF sPr. { -,

Pug o1 8'il1':4 'sfxal luarruE ar

oa
JT\rOnJls r.rq u_-lr

..'..,.t,.)ut.iur LLIL .-..'

-cll-) Jql uonq ,1 .:

'L -'

-o: loJ )l.r\l')-'-
:'r'I lilli -- *.

.)LIS 'Ft'Jq u!-i j'

Jtl.l uo ulr 't ) j. -

I lEr-{ ilF. 
1\1_ -

''.1[ :' ' r

sl_rp l.1H ll ir,-t _.

')[\lr 1-\1 .,]'::

st&l lr tng Sappogs rerl r2s
uedo ur SrnSe8ua -ipl*-e rus

ur esnoq aqr 5el eqs ua*r F4

-.redoal tq81tu sprpa ,$.au a{F

ot >lltq pErI af,uo a,n :rEYu:
a8urrp tq8p tErp {rrcr aE ,



EMILY VARG-{

If it ever got out that I betrayed them by stealing the fae objects in-

stead, both Safiyya and Nani would suffer the consequences of .uch

duplicity.

Thev might still.

"Yes, I do," I said finallv. "I'm worried about you whenever you go

out, of course. And Id rather you didn't try to burv the dead when the

Citadel has specificallv declared that illegal. But 1,611 can't go, not like

this. So that lea'l,es me."

Safiyya chevzed on the side of her 1ip, her eves glasst'. She didnt want

to give in, I could tell bv the look on her face.

I smiled, .lespite mvself. Shed be defving the Citadei on het death-

bel. u'hich u'as, fortr,rnatelr', not todar'.
''Safirwa," I said in a cajoiing wa1', "I promise I w'ont make a mess of

it. But Bair needs solneone r,r,ho isnt going to keel over the moment thel'

trv to lift a body. I'11 go. I'11 wear your cloak so no one will even know

itt me."

That seemed to semle it for her, and sl're collapsed back into tl-re

r.illo',.'-. or hcr 1..-d. "Thanks. Yas," she murmured, her eyes fluttering

:lo.e d, ierrrng sletp claim her once mote.

I cios.-.i the door and tlrrned back to Bair, resignation on m), face,

"I'm coming rvirh you tonight instead."

He lifted his gaze frorn the last few lentils in the bowl, his jaw falling

slack. "The Citadel wont like thatl'
"That's an understatemenr," I snapped. "With hope thelili never find

oul Besides, trcu carit do thrs on your own." My tone \.vas too hatsh in

rhe faint light of the kitchen, and I exhaled, trreasuring my temper. It
n,asnt Bair's fault that Safi1ya was sick. And he didnt know Id had other

plans for this night; no one did.

And it wasnt anv of our faults that we were now forced to bury bod-

ies illegally under the cover of night.

I grabbed Safiyya's dark cloak from the hook beside the door. This

needed to be done. and as much as I didnt want to thwart the Cimdel

and give them another reason to reconsider my loyalties, to shine the

light of suspicion on me and un'r,eil nry other secrets, I would do it.

TH: .

If I didnt, the Ciadel sr
be left wandering.

Like my fathert.

At least with these rilJa*

release their spirits into *re

Safiyya's doak was hrfrc
had made a rare discorerr- l

scholar, hoping to get rc Cr
I'd been unable to steal dre c

rice fields in our area- \\-hen

and shipped offto the Empn

few months, the fae lite '-T
I wanted to screrrn r*mr

the scholar deparrmenr Th
they did to Astola s'ith ers

Or maybe thev just didn'
"Hide your hair." Bairs r
I glanced up at him and

healthier than he ha.l in rea:

his hand in mv generai direc

avoiding my eyes.

He was righc ry- harr ra
Mv fingers bmshed mr

I grimaced, pushrng th- u

My hair wouldnt be control

over my shoulder instead an

Because I certainlv didnl
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- f snorted to myseH rhe

want, Faisal)"

"So touchy. You shoulJ

the chair toward me and t}er
his face expecranL daring mt

for Salt in the war against 6
I narrowed my eves. gir-in

"Because you no\*'hare h
friends."

My fingers pressed so l-r,a

crack in half.

But I didnt reacL keepi!

pended on me not rearTir{-

Irstead, I stood, slw:h: a i
hands on the desk and leam.l

My words were low and c

to bring bac-k the royal famil

A11 the color leadre.l Gor

Behind his monstrous errer!

up against the might ofdre tr

I tilted my head, crossin{

their source and if rheres ar

need is for the rol.al familr r
on the carefully preserreJ*
mo&ing----on the edge of *

"That's. .. nor possible-

tone. "Thev're trapped in &e
lf there was any wav to fin,,1

rhe Vceroy would hase tou.n

I nodded, keepinq mr- ta.-i

ing for. If the rebeis hase d'r

rrant to know" lvly soice ra
mering so loud in mv '$esr rr

So that I can get to tkm f;rs:

CHAPTE,R 2

i ktlled someone today.

And I don't regret tt,

What k regret jor urc deatlt, when I'm standing atop a nussacre?

-LETTER 
F-RONI KIYAN TO F]IS FAMILY, UNSEN'[

KIYAN

t's got to be here.

I'd torn up the entire room, opened all the books, empried out

every drawer, and sti1l the map eluded me. W\ did they have to

hide it so well that even their own famrly couldn't unearth it) I raked mv

hand throuql-L ml'hair, leaning back ur the armcharr of the tirry fbrgotten

lil-.ra:-r' of rhe ;.alace. if the map to Queen ;\zad's vauit wasrit here, I ijicin't

kn,)r rl h.'r.- it rr'cu1d be.

\nd rf the 'ricerov gor to the ancient Queen's crown before I did, our

entire Court would be decrmated,

I cast mv gaze out of the window, tou,ard the towering Mountain in

the distancc.

Tirich ]v{ir. The Mountain that loomed over the River Court, re-

minding us of what we had lost. The Mountain lvith a hi.'lden doot and

a hidden roval famih,,'trapped in a Golden palace waiting to be found.

'Aren't you sllpposed to bc tracking dow'n rebels, boy) \'otrre ne.t

berng a r.erv good hunting dog dght nor,r', despite vour reputation."

I jolted upright, tearing mv eyes away from T'irich 1\'Iir, as General

Faisal slinked into the room, picking up a piece of paper: and attempting

to rerd it befbre he iurrolr,ed his brow and tossed it aside.

Mv gaz-e fickered to the letter scrawled 'wrth the langtrage of the Salt

Llourt. a missive from one of m,v soldiei's at the iront line. Faisal likelr.

didnt even know how to read.
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A familiar longing settled in mv stomach at the thought of m1' fan-rilv

finally being released frorn tire Goldet Palace inside'firich Mir moun-

rain. At the thoughc of us taking it atl back-

At no longer har inq to hunt arrd execute members of m1' or.r'n Court.
' It s impossible,' the general sai.1 again, shaking his head' the color

sril1 not returning to his face, "The curse on Tirich Mir is as inlPenetra-

ble as the River wa1l to tl.re human lands."

"Nothing is impenetrable," I mutter€d under m1, brcath' The sarne

thing Id been telling my,seli all these vears.

liotbing is i mpen erabb.

I x'alkcd past the gc'neral, but his voice stoPPed rne, his demeanor

chan{ing back from acute fear to his usual smug vileness.

"i ain'rosr fbrgot to tell r,ou. You're needed in the drrngeons." A smile

sirthered rhrough his voice, and I paused, my stomach dropping.

Faisal on\, experienced joy at the expense oi other's pain.

That rneant w'hatever was in the dungeons wasn't good.

My eyes slid to the pulse at his throat, thinking how easy it would be

to use my magic to comn'rand a thorn from th" roses oTr the desk to slash

his throat clean across.

Death by ilower. Fitting for such a man.

"Why? Th"re are no new prisoners down there." I knew evety single

one, and had a plan of escape for them all.

Hrs greasv smile retumed in fi-rll force. "Weve caught more of yorrr rebelsl'

I r,r,ove through the halls of the River Palace, keeping rny footsteps brisk

but measlrred. l-he general fbllowed behind, hulfing to keep up as I bar-

reled toward the dungeon.

There was no way he'd actually caught a rebel, not with the sateguards

Id put in place to prevent that from happening. The members of mv

guard were all loyal ro me, an.1 when it came to it, loyai to the Court

of River. They would ncver allow a true member of the Red Jasmine

Insurgence to slip into the hands of the Salt soldiers. Id made sure of it.

But when I arrived at the dungeon, I stc.pped shott.
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voice bouncing off the walls of the stone dungeon. "Nothing like the

$,ay the Court of River folded, tl-rough. \bu can't fight Salt with water,"

he saiC, the air between us thrck with tensron.

I finched at the lr,ords, the mantra often repeated b1, the soldiers of the

Court of Salt.

Hrs teeth shone in the flickering torchiight, and I was reminded of the

dav the1.c{ ccme, rememl',ered rhe heel of his boot on my father's facc as

the Viceroy had lauehed. Righr before they'd slit his throat. Rwn, Ki1an. Run.

Nfy fathers last words to me befbre theyd taken him. Before theyd

cursed hin-r, Crained his magic, his youth, his memories, his abiiity to

form language arrd know who I was.

And corvard that I r.r,as, I had listened to him, and I had run.

"Besides, I felt th., need to bloodv my own hands today-'Faisal fexed his

fingers out in front of hrm, bringing me back to the River Palace dungeon"

I had run, but I hadnt gotten very far.

My own fists balled tightly at my sidc. I'd sooner cut his hands off
than iet him touch these boys again. But this was about more tharr them.

It was about their families, anyone w'ho knerv them. Hed keep thern alivc

with torture until the'1 turned in their orvn sister, brother, grandmother.

It rvas holv they rationalized their murder of us.

We were the barbaric threat, and they the civilized peacekeepers.

I looked at the t loodied boys in front of me, evidence of the Salt Coultt
tiillizatiott.

"Nevertheless, if they know anything about the Red Jasmine, I rviil

be the one to find it out," I gritted out through clenchcd teeth, rrying ro

malntarn my colnPosure.

"Reallv? Good. I'm in the mood to rvatch."

"I u'on't be doing the kind of tortuting you like," I reasoned witl-r a

grrm smile.

He raised a bro'rv at me in chalienge. "I had assun'red not. Nor when

the \''iceroy is so pdrnilarll, good at it. He'll purge their minds before thel,

can call for their mother."

Sonrething curdled in m1' stomach at his mention of Reza again.

The \4ceroi, wasn't due back for a felv weeks vet and I riidnt want hirn
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